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SPORT AND DEVELOPMENT  
WORKPACK 

 
 

This workpack is designed to provide entry points for tutors and other facilitators into 
looking at how issues of sport can be used to raise awareness about international 
development among young people and adults. 
 
The workpack includes a range of salient issues that might be usefully explored in 
further depth: 
 

1. The impact of large scale events on the local community 
2. The World Cup and the  informal economy 
3. The exploitation of young African footballers by European clubs 
4. Gender equity in sport 
5. Using sport to tackle HIV/AIDS 
6. The Olympics and questions about human rights  
7. Sports products and decent work 
8. Racism and homophobia in sport 

 
Each section commences with a short introduction followed by an article about the 
particular issue in question. 
 
Once students have read the article they can be directed to the discussion questions. 
These are designed purely as initial prompts to think about how sport intersects with 
development in both positive and negative ways.  
 
Lastly, there are a few selected online resources supporting the discussion 
questions, which can be used for further research and for stimulating ideas for local 
action around the issues raised. 
 
This workpack has been developed by HIVsport as part of the one-year Northern 
College Development Awareness Fund project Global Issues<>Local Action 
(November 2009 to October 2010). See www.gilanorthern.wordpress.com . 
 
 
Please contact HIVsport at board@hivsport.org for further details relating to the 
workpack, or visit our website at www.hivsport.org . 
 
 
October 2010

http://www.gilanorthern.wordpress.com/
mailto:board@hivsport.org
http://www.hivsport.org/
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1. The 2010 World Cup gave South Africa and the African 

continent the opportunity to showcase itself to the rest 

of the world. What transpired in the lead-up to the 

tournament? 

 
Read the article below and then use the questions at the end to generate 
discussion. 

 
 

Observations by an African lady on the current  
association football tournament in South Africa 

The final countdown to the World Cup looms. Howizit? –as they say here. There‟s 
been the good, the bad and the ugly. Starting with the ugly stuff – Wednesday‟s 
robbery of Spanish and Portuguese journalists at their hotel in Magaliesburg, North-
West of Johannesburg. Equipment was stolen but there were no injuries. Would this 
have been reported if they hadn‟t been journalists? But some British visitors are 
taking no chances, hiring private security companies to protect their drinking dens. 
They say that despite a heavy police presence, they still feel unsafe. 

 The bad? The recent stampede which injured fifteen people at the warm up match 
between Nigeria and North Korea in Tembisa, was more reported outside South 
Africa than within. FIFA distanced itself saying it cannot be held responsible for this, 
as they do not organize these warm up games.  

 The good is that on perhaps every corner of every major town in SA, there is 
someone like Jerry Mandishona flexing his entrepreneurial muscles. Twenty-Nine 
year old Mandishona is from Zimbabwe and one of many who have seized this world 
cup opportunity to make money. Mandishona sells the flags of the nations 
represented in the World Cup. He charges 5 – a profit of 30% and good business 
with so many soccer fanatics showcasing these flags on their cars, their homes or 
even as headgear at the warm up games. What‟s striking about Mandishona is that 
he is a high-school educated Zimbabwean, reduced to selling flags on South Africa‟s 
street corner. It‟s symptomatic of the many well-educated but unemployed 
Zimbabweans who create their own jobs in a country of high unemployment.  

 What is even more striking about Madishona is that he spent some of his hard 
earned flag cash to buy a ticket for the first game- Bafana-Bafana (South Africa) 
versus Mexico on Friday. He is one of many Africans in the country who would like to 
see South Africa take this game. They seem to have forgotten that not so long ago in 
May 2008, xenophobic South Africans attacked Zimbabweans, Malawians and 
Mozambicans, killing at least 60. Today all South Africans and many Africans stand 
united, chanting, Ke Nako "It‟s our time". That solidarity is manifest everywhere in 
human chains, cars sporting flags, the World Cup t-shirts, outrageous ads boasting 
South African pride and unity with the continent. Is this mere hype or a real pursuit at 
forging closer ties between South Africans and their fellow Africans?   
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And South Africa itself? We can all remember the victorious moment of the 
Springboks in the 1995 Rugby World Cup. Many – myself included, didn‟t even know 
rugby but we supported the Boks out of patriotism. They won the World Cup and we 
all cheered. Then the sense of pride in a shared nation fell apart. South Africa 
became divided again by racism and xenophobia. Now unity and Africa "praise 
poems" are back. Will it be short-lived, a mere show? Once the 400,000 thousand 
plus visitors leave the African continent will we resort to our divisive ways?  

Some would argue that bad publicity has been created by the Western Media while 
the South African media has peddled good publicity, trying to show South Africa in a 
glowing light.  

 The fact is that thousands of tickets are still up for grabs, unsold. Is that because of 
the high crime rate or because two-thirds of these tickets will set you back over 100? 
Many Africans can‟t afford that. But the big question – Can Africa host a first class 
global event? – has already been answered. Everything does seem to be ready. But 
what about afterwards? The government promises that those who have constructed 
the new stadiums and roads will still have jobs after the World Cup. And will the 
smiling spirit of African unity be lost until another major international event. The 
answers may not be as clear cut as the winner of the 2010 World Cup but I will be 
bringing you news on these questions as the event unfolds.   

Sheba Shabeen, Johannesburg, May 2010 
    
http://www.royalafricansociety.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=62
7 
 
 
Discussion Questions 

 
1. Does this piece support or undermine the idea of African unity? In what ways? 

2. What does this piece say about sport as a means to development? 

3. What role do the media play in representing developing countries? 

 

 
On-line resources: 
 
The Royal African Society - www.royalafricansociety.org  
 
Southern Africa Regional Poverty Network (SARPN) - www.sarpn.org.za  
 
South African Tourism - www.southafrica.net/sat/content/en/za/home  
 
The African Media Development Initiative (AMDI) - 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/trust/specials/1552_trust_amdi/page9.shtml   
 
The FIFA World Cup - www.fifa.com/worldcup  
 
 

http://www.royalafricansociety.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=627
http://www.royalafricansociety.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=627
http://www.royalafricansociety.org/
http://www.sarpn.org.za/
http://www.southafrica.net/sat/content/en/za/home
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/trust/specials/1552_trust_amdi/page9.shtml
http://www.fifa.com/worldcup
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2. The World Cup generated controversy when it was 
discovered that local street traders were being refused 
permission to sell goods in the vicinity of the stadiums.  

 
 
Read the piece and use the questions at the end to generate discussion. 
 
 

Traders Protest Exclusion From World Cup 
  

Written by Laura Lopez Gonzalez | 12 May 10 
 
  

 

13 May, Johannesburg. Facing what they say is economic exclusion from South 
Africa's upcoming World Cup, informal traders marched on FIFA's South African 
headquarters in hopes of securing their place at the games, and their livelihoods. 

Armed with placards bearing slogans like "Will my children eat soccer balls?" and "Is 
FIFA my new government?" about 100 informal traders descended on the 
headquarters of FIFA's local organising committee (LOC) yesterday [12 May] to 
demand greater access to economic opportunities generated by the World Cup. 

Organised by the South African Informal Traders Forum, a consortium of 33 informal 
trader associations from Gauteng, the march aimed to deliver a list of demands to 
LOC CEO, Danny Jordaan. The demands include a stop to forced removals of 
informal traders in the run-up to the World Cup, employment opportunities for traders 
among FIFA affiliates such as McDonald's and Coca-Cola, as well as that vending 
areas be allocated to traders within match venues and fan parks. 

According to Ceclia Dube, an informal trader working at Soccer City and vice 
chairperson of the Soccer City Traders Association, Soccer City traders were told as 
early as 28 February to move off stadium property. They refused and have remained 
to cater to construction workers putting the finishing touches on the Cup's flagship 
stadium. 
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Fellow Soccer City trader Sophie Tlhagale said that promises to integrate traders into 
the World Cup have not materialised and catering contracts that associations like 
hers had been eyeing have been given to other companies from outside the area. 
"We even went to Pretoria to register as a company [in order to bid,]" Tlhagale said. 
"We've been thrown away." 

Traders in cities like Cape Town and Durban have also voiced complaints that South 
Africa's huge informal economy has been marginalised by World Cup officials, 
according to Forum secretary general Sipho Twala who pointed the finger at harsh 
by-laws that he said have been mandated by FIFA but are imposed by municipalities. 

According to the Forum's memorandum, FIFA has seven days to respond to the 
memorandum. 

Strike a woman, strike a family 

In the meantime, the livelihoods of many traders - the majority of whom are women - 
hang in the balance, said Dube. 

According to the International Labour Office, about 70% of South Africa's informal 
traders are women. The informal economy fuelled by these women is estimated to 
account for about 7% of the country's Gross Domestic Product, according to the 
Human Sciences Research Council. 

"You feel like they are taking away your job," said Dube, who is a widowed, single 
mother of four, who also provides for her sister's children and parents. "This is the 
only way I am getting bread on my table." 

To Dube, who used to work at Steers, the informal sector has provided economic 
opportunities for her and her family that the formal sector has not, including better 
wages and independence, but a day - or a month in the case of the World Cup - 
without work still hurts. 

Sam Tharaka is a member on South African Informal Traders Forum's executive 
committee and said that Dube is representative of a lot of women in the forum and in 
associations across the country. 

With unemployment at around 25%, according to the latest Statistics South Africa 
figures, women like these continue to support families that have struggle to make 
ends meet with old age and child grants, he said. Increases in food prices have only 
exacerbated these families' vulnerably, he added. 

FIFA LOC declined to comment on the issue while Sibongile Mazibuko, executive 
director of 2010 for the city of Johannesburg could not be reached for comment at 
the time of publication. 

Laura Lopez Gonzalez is a freelance journalist based on South Africa. This article is 
part of the GL Opinion and Commentary Service.  

http://www.genderlinks.org.za/article/traders-protest-exclusion-from-world-cup-2010-
05-12  

http://www.genderlinks.org.za/article/traders-protest-exclusion-from-world-cup-2010-05-12
http://www.genderlinks.org.za/article/traders-protest-exclusion-from-world-cup-2010-05-12
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Discussion questions: 
 

1. What role does the informal sector play in economic development? 

 

2. Do major sporting events help or hinder local economic development? 

 

3. What lessons might be learned from this case study for future hosts of World 

Cup events – e.g. for Brazil in 2014? 

 

 
On-line resources: 
 
World Class Cities for All Campaign - www.streetnet.org.za/?p=706  
 
Eastern Cape Street Vendors Association - 
http://www.inclusivecities.org/Street_Vendors_urban_story.html  
 
South African LED network - www.led.co.za  
 
Women in Informal Employment - www.wiego.org  
 
Inclusive Cities - http://www.inclusivecities.org/feature_article.html  
 

http://www.streetnet.org.za/?p=706
http://www.inclusivecities.org/Street_Vendors_urban_story.html
http://www.led.co.za/
http://www.wiego.org/
http://www.inclusivecities.org/feature_article.html
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3. Football is big business. At the top there can be rich pickings 

but there is always the risk of exploitation. In this extract from 

an article in the Observer (Sunday 10 June 2007), journalist 

Dan McDougall takes a look at how young boys in Ivory Coast 

dream of football glory. 

 
Read the piece below and use the questions at the end to generate discussion. 

 
 

Inside The Football Factories That Feed The Beautiful Game 

On a dirt playing field in the outskirts of local football club Adjame, youngsters in blue 

vests juggle footballs in the searing heat. The pitch, overlooked on one side by a 

busy motorway and on another by a landfill site, is covered in broken glass and tin 

cans; the goalposts are rusting and framed with strawberry nets. In the tiny patch of 

ground around 40 boys, some as young as nine, make shuttle runs back and 

forward. 

Balancing a cheap synthetic ball on his head Doho Lou Olivier's skills stand out. 'We 

call him Shacala,' his coach K Toussaint, whispers of his star pupil. 'He is named 

after a sorcerer in a famous Brazilian movie. The French club Lille want to take him. 

His contract is owned by a Lebanese but we are training him on behalf of the 

businessmen and his family. If we sell him on we all take a cut.' 

At his home, Doho's importance to his family is evident. Squeezed together in two 

rooms are nine people, including his sister and her newborn child. The smell of 

cheap cooking fat and fish head soup is overpowering. Few people venture to this 

slum and the arrival of Westerners is greeted with verbal abuse and throat cutting 

gestures. 

Doho's mother, Gasso Youa, clutches one of her son's plastic trophies and strokes 

his head making him flinch. 'He represents all of our dreams. I am told he is good 

enough to go to the West. He is only 14 but he can go now. He is the future of this 

family. We trust his coach and his agent to get the best price. 

'They have told us they can sell him to a Moroccan club for $20,000 but we are 

holding out for a French team. He can't go as a child, though, so getting him out may 

not be so easy. A local businessman has already offered us the chance to get him on 

a boat to Europe in return for a cut in his transfer fee.' His mother points to the 

success of her neighbours' son, Traore Abdul Razak, 19, who has signed for the 

Norwegian club Rosenborg and earns $8,000 a month. 
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Last year Sepp Blatter, the head of the world football federation, Fifa, accused 

Europe's clubs of 'despicable' behaviour saying that they engaged in 'social and 

economic rape' as they scoured the developing world for talent. 

'I find it unhealthy, if not despicable, for rich clubs to send scouts shopping in Africa, 

South America and Asia to "buy" the most promising players there,' said Blatter. 

'Europe's leading clubs conduct themselves increasingly as neo-colonialists who 

don't give a damn about heritage and culture, but engage in social and economic 

rape.' 

For the full article see:  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2007/jun/10/football.theobserver  
 
 
Discussion questions: 
 

1. What does this piece tell us about the globalisation of football? 

 
2. What should be done to prevent the exploitation of young boys? 

 

3. Do you agree with Sepp Blatter when he says 'Europe's leading clubs conduct 

themselves increasingly as neo-colonialists‟?  

 

 
On-line resources: 
 
Africa United - www.africa-united.co.uk  
 
Inquiry into the „slave trade‟ of African footballers - 
www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/inquiry-into-slave-trade-in-african-
footballers-622877.html  
 
Film exposes trafficking of young African footballers - 
http://www.english.rfi.fr/africa/20100919-documentary-exposes-exploitation-young-
africans-football-dreams  
 
Football for Development - www.footballfordevelopment.net/documents/download/15  
 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2007/jun/10/football.theobserver
http://www.africa-united.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/inquiry-into-slave-trade-in-african-footballers-622877.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/inquiry-into-slave-trade-in-african-footballers-622877.html
http://www.english.rfi.fr/africa/20100919-documentary-exposes-exploitation-young-africans-football-dreams
http://www.english.rfi.fr/africa/20100919-documentary-exposes-exploitation-young-africans-football-dreams
http://www.footballfordevelopment.net/documents/download/15
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4. Sport is sometimes seen as a male preserve, 

especially at the elite levels and in the major team 

sports such as football, rugby and cricket. However, 

there are a number of projects that promote gender 

equity through sport. The Kenya-based ‘Moving the 

Goalposts’ (MTG) project is one of them. 

 
Read the piece and use the questions at the end to generate discussion. 
 

 
Out Of School Girls Have Their Own  MTG United Team 

By cvandam - Posted on 26 September 2010 

 

 

 
Most of the MTG members are girls who are in school. The last few months our field 
committees have been very active to recruit girls and young women who are out of 
school. The recruitment was very successful. More than hundred out of school 
members participated in the MTG out of school tournament.  
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The first matches were held in the divisions. On September 24 the finals were played 
in Kilifi. The participants enjoyed the matches and interacting with out of school girls 
and young women from other divisions. Peer educators held health education 
sessions and the economic empowerment programme gave information about 
opportunities for small business and vocational trainings in our districts. At the end of 
the day the best twenty players were selected. They will combine a football and 
economic empowerment training programme during their weekly sessions. 

 www.mtgk.org/blog/football-social-change 

 

Discussion questions: 

1. Is sport too often a last refuge for misogyny and homophobia? 

 
2. What benefits can sport bring to girls and young women? 

 

3. Why is women‟s sport often seen as a poor relation to men‟s sport? What can 

be done to address this view? 

 

 
On-line resources: 
 
Moving the Goalposts – www.mtgk.org  
 
Sport and gender – www.sportanddev.org/learnmore/sport_and_gender 
 
Advancing Women in Leadership – 
www.advancingwomen.com/awl/winter2001/everhart_pemberton.html 
  
WomenSport International – www.sportsbiz.bz/womensportinternational/index.htm 
  
The Next Step – Gender Toolkit 
www.toolkitsportdevelopment.org/html/topic_25EED16C-B927-44E7-A8B5-
D1C097C6C548_26431B7D-5B75-4D9C-B3C7-BCA62CD52AEC_1.htm  
 

http://www.mtgk.org/blog/football-social-change
http://www.mtgk.org/
http://www.sportanddev.org/learnmore/sport_and_gender
http://www.advancingwomen.com/awl/winter2001/everhart_pemberton.html
http://www.sportsbiz.bz/womensportinternational/index.htm
http://www.toolkitsportdevelopment.org/html/topic_25EED16C-B927-44E7-A8B5-D1C097C6C548_26431B7D-5B75-4D9C-B3C7-BCA62CD52AEC_1.htm
http://www.toolkitsportdevelopment.org/html/topic_25EED16C-B927-44E7-A8B5-D1C097C6C548_26431B7D-5B75-4D9C-B3C7-BCA62CD52AEC_1.htm
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5. Sport is increasingly being used to teach young 
people about HIV/AIDS.  The idea is that sport 
provides a good environment to learn about the virus, 
how to get tested and about treatment and support 
programmes. The piece that follows look at a project 
that aims to encourage young people to get tested. 

 
 
Read the piece and use the questions at the end to generate discussion. 
 

 
The ‘Test Your Team’ Experience 

In March 2009, streetfootballworld’s Mike Geddes visited streetfootballworld network 

member Kick4Life in Lesotho and took part in the Test Your Team event. In 

interviews and activities he met an inspiring team of young coaches who use their 

experiences to help others and to fight the stigma of HIV/AIDS. Here is their story. 

Lerato picks up the microphone and strides out over the grass to a burst of applause 

from the hundreds of children sitting on the threadbare field in downtown Maseru, the 

capital of Lesotho. She only occasionally glances down at her notes as she 

introduces herself with a few facts: her name, where she‟s from, and what it‟s like to 

be HIV-positive. 

By the end of the day, seven of the children staring up at Lerato on this warm, sunny 

morning will have discovered that, like her, they are infected with the HIV virus. They 

will also have learned that it doesn‟t mean it‟s the end of their lives, where they can 

get help and advice and, most importantly, how to avoid infecting others. 

Lerato found out her status three years ago. For many young people in Lesotho this 

news would be overwhelming, a reason to give up or to deny it entirely. But Lerato 

chose a different path. Working with streetfootballworld network member Kick4Life, 

she travels to schools and communities around Lesotho and talks to children about 

why it‟s so important to get tested and know their status. Lerato is 17 years old. 

“It‟s best if people hear this kind of thing from someone who has been through it,” she 

says. “Sometimes people can tell them something because they have been told to 

say it, but I tell them that this is how it is, because I am living this experience”. 

The courage to face HIV/AIDS 

Lesotho, a small, mountainous kingdom rising out of South Africa, suffers from one of 

the highest HIV/AIDS infection rates in the world; around 23% of the country‟s 

population is HIV-positive. For many people, here and across Africa, the thought of 

finding out you have the HIV virus is equivalent to receiving a death sentence. Many  

 

http://www.streetfootballworld.org/knowledge_centre/network/all-nwm/kick4life
http://www.streetfootballworld.org/knowledge_centre/network/all-nwm/kick4life
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choose simply not to know, and then go on to infect others. The stigma surrounding 

testing, and people‟s reluctance to confront their status, are as big a threat to the 

future of this country as the disease itself. 

Lerato had the courage. “I was a little scared when I went for my test,” she says. “But 

then I saw that this is reality and I decided I wouldn‟t let it change me. In fact I 

decided to use it as an advantage. 

“Now with Kick4Life I get to do so many things. I get to meet youth groups, talk to 

people in schools and meet some very important people”. 

Test Your Team 

Kick4Life‟s Vodacom Test Your Team events, like the one introduced by Lerato, 

bring together hundreds of children from local schools to take part in a football 

tournament. HIV testing and counselling tents are set up side by side with the football 

pitches, and throughout the day each team and its supporters are encouraged to get 

tested. Expert counsellors are on hand to talk to the children before and after the 

simple, five-minute test. 

“The innovation of these events is that the counselling and testing are actually part of 

the football schedule,” says Football for Hope‟s Programme Development Manager 

Paola Peacock-Friedrich, who created the concept whilst working in Lesotho for the 

Clinton Foundation‟s HIV/AIDS Initiative. 

“If someone finds out they are HIV-positive they will know there is a solution because 

local paediatric AIDS clinics are here on-site. Anti-retroviral drugs are available free 

in Lesotho and it‟s important that anyone who finds out they are positive understands 

the next steps”. 

Beating the stigma 

In between the games of football, Kick4Life coaches lead the children through a 

series of games and activities designed to teach the children about HIV and AIDS, 

how the disease spreads and what they can do to avoid it. 

“Outside events like this there is a very negative peer pressure against getting 

tested,” says Pete Fleming, who founded Kick4Life in 2005. 

“There is a just a huge stigma associated with it. A 14-year-old boy would be very 

unlikely to go to a clinic to get tested. What we want to do with events like this is 

create a different atmosphere, a positive peer pressure where young people 

encourage each other to get tested. 

"Eighty-five percent of the kids getting tested here today will be getting tested for the 

first time. We want them to get into the habit of getting tested, and knowing their 

status.” 

http://www.streetfootballworld.org/knowledge_centre/network/all-nwm/kick4life
http://www.streetfootballworld.org/knowledge_centre/network/all-nwm/kick4life
http://www.streetfootballworld.org/knowledge_centre/network/all-nwm/kick4life
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So far over six thousand young people like Lerato have been tested for HIV at these 

events, with those testing positive immediately referred for counselling and treatment 

at their local clinic. 

streetfootballworld network member Kick4Life uses football to teach young people in 

the African kingdom of Lesotho about HIV and AIDS, and why it‟s so important to 

know your status.  

 

http://www.streetfootballworld.org/knowledge_centre/the-test-your-team-experience-1 

  

Discussion questions: 

1. What is stigma and discrimination and why does it affect people living with 
HIV? 

 
2. In what ways can sport be used as a tool to teach people about HIV/AIDS? 

 

3. Do you think it helps if role models like Ryan Giggs or Didier Drogba speak out 
about HIV/AIDS? 
 

 

On-line resources: 
 
HIVsport – www.hivsport.org 
 
Grassroots Soccer - www.grassrootsoccer.org 
  
Tackle Africa - www.tackleafrica.org 
 
Africaid‟s Whizzkids Utd - www.whizzkidsunited.org 
 
RED - http://inside.nike.com/blogs/nikesoccer/tags/lace_up_save_lives  
 

http://www.streetfootballworld.org/knowledge_centre/network/all-nwm/kick4life
http://www.streetfootballworld.org/knowledge_centre/the-test-your-team-experience-1
http://www.hivsport.org/
http://www.grassrootsoccer.org/
http://www.tackleafrica.org/
http://www.whizzkidsunited.org/
http://inside.nike.com/blogs/nikesoccer/tags/lace_up_save_lives
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6. The Olympic games are often publicised as having the 
highest of ideals. A lasting legacy is usually a crucial 
criterion for the International Olympic Committee 
when they award the games to a particular city. In 
2008 the Games were held in Beijing. In this piece the 
question is asked whether the Games were likely to 
improve human rights in China. 

 
 
Read the article below and then use the questions at the end to generate 
discussion. 

 
 

A True ‘Force For Good’? 
 

Friday, August 22, 2008  
 
Olympic Watch Campaign Director Petr Kutílek assesses what impact the Beijing 
Olympics will have on human rights internationally.  
 
When in 2001 the International Olympic Committee awarded the 2008 Olympics 
to Beijing, it was accompanied by the Chinese officials publicly pledging that the 
organisation of the Games would help the development of human rights in China. 
The IOC and its corporate sponsors have repeated that they believe the Olympics 
will be a 'force for good' in China and that it is important to bring the Olympics to 
one-fifth of the world's population. Many in academia and in the media have also 
seemed to buy into the idea that an international spotlight of a 'coming out party' 
(as it was popularly termed) would force some change. 
 
Positive changes, however, have been cosmetic, with perhaps the only exception 
being a renewed review of death penalty cases by China's Supreme People's 
Court. The true impact of this change will only be possible when China 
declassifies data on death penalties. Recent developments – including the 
crackdown on dissidents, the media lockdown on Tibet and the most recent 
broken promise of uncensored internet for journalists – confirm an alternative 
explanation: outsiders were naive in thinking that the Chinese government will 
change its ways because of fear of losing face internationally. 
 
The real purpose of the Games as conceived by Chinese officials was to 
strengthen the Chinese Communist Party's regime domestically. The Olympics do 
appear to be a strong point of 'patriotic' pride for many common Chinese people, 
a sentiment that is to no small extent fanned and directed by the government. The 
government has put much effort into the smooth organisation of the Games and 
into the preparation of Chinese athletes. Tight internal security trumps all other 
priorities and Chinese human rights defenders and other perceived threats to the 
government are dealt with under Olympic pretexts.  
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An Olympic success is to strengthen the legitimacy of the government, provide 
additional justification for its ideology of 'harmonious society', and focus the 
attention of the Chinese people away from the problems that their country faces, 
such as corruption, environment, and uneven development. 
 
These obviously are issues that other countries also have to deal with. In fact, 
they remain problematic not only for developing countries, but to varying extent to 
all countries in the developed North. However, governments that respect human 
rights and democratic principles do have better (even if imperfect) channels of 
informing policy-making based on the diverse needs and interests in the society – 
such as free media and the electoral process. A closed system, like the one in 
China, sooner or later faces difficulty in channelling public discontent. Dozens of 
thousands of rallies, strikes and protests take place in China every year and the 
government often violently suppresses them. Recent PR attempts by Premier 
Wen to respond during the snowstorms in February and, more importantly, after 
the tragic Sichuan earthquake, show that the Chinese leadership is becoming 
more aware of social discontent and the need to be responsive; it remains to be 
seen whether it can actually inform policy in a responsive way without truly 
opening the system.  
 
This brings us to the issue of what impact the Olympics will have on human rights 
internationally. At this point it seems safe to say that the short- to medium-term 
impact will be negative. If the Olympics strengthen the CCP as they do seem to, 
the Chinese government will be emboldened to continue confusing the issue of 
economic growth with human rights progress. At the same time, the Olympics will 
allow it to gloss over some of the problems that the country faces and ignore the 
human rights concerns of people at home and abroad. Western corporations and 
political leaders will for some time feel even less incentive to pay attention to 
human rights issues when dealing with Chinese officials. 
 
In the long run, the structural problems will require the Chinese system to adapt 
and become more open, more responsive, more democratic and yes, more 
respectful of the human rights of the Chinese people. While there will be other 
events that the government will be trying to sell to its people as a new national 
project, such as China's space programme or Expo 2010 in Shanghai, it is hard to 
imagine any one of them having such strong mobilising effects as the Olympics. 
The Chinese people will demand more rights and a more responsive governance 
model over time, as they have been over the past couple of decades. That also 
means that China's current model will hardly become a true alternative to systems 
respecting human rights and democratic governance principles in the long run. It 
remains a constant obligation for public servants from other countries not to allow 
human rights issues and true long-term stability of China to slip away from their 
conversations with Chinese officials. 
 
Petr Kutílek is a political analyst and serves as Campaign Director at Olympic 
Watch, a human rights organisation based in Prague. 
 
http://www.publicservice.co.uk/article.asp?publication=International%20Developm
ent&id=349&content_name=Spotlight%20-
%20Human%20Rights%20and%20the%20Olympics&article=10238  
 
 

http://www.publicservice.co.uk/article.asp?publication=International%20Development&id=349&content_name=Spotlight%20-%20Human%20Rights%20and%20the%20Olympics&article=10238
http://www.publicservice.co.uk/article.asp?publication=International%20Development&id=349&content_name=Spotlight%20-%20Human%20Rights%20and%20the%20Olympics&article=10238
http://www.publicservice.co.uk/article.asp?publication=International%20Development&id=349&content_name=Spotlight%20-%20Human%20Rights%20and%20the%20Olympics&article=10238
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Discussion questions: 
 

1. What lasting impact on world opinion did the Beijing Olympics leave? Was it 
positive or negative in terms of human rights? 

 
2. Do Olympic Games foster international harmony and co-operation or entrench 

nationalistic sentiments? 
 

3. How can the London Olympics be a „force for good‟ in the world? 
 

 
 
On-line resources: 
 
The official Olympic website - www.olympic.org  
 
HIVsport - http://www.hivsport.org/2012-olympics.php  
 
London Olympics - http://www.london2012.com/press/media-
releases/2010/02/london-2012-programme-international-inspiration-set-to-l.php  
 
The problem of Olympic nationalism - 
http://www.lewrockwell.com/orig6/nicholas7.html  
 
Amnesty International (China) - 
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=10498  

http://www.olympic.org/
http://www.hivsport.org/2012-olympics.php
http://www.london2012.com/press/media-releases/2010/02/london-2012-programme-international-inspiration-set-to-l.php
http://www.london2012.com/press/media-releases/2010/02/london-2012-programme-international-inspiration-set-to-l.php
http://www.lewrockwell.com/orig6/nicholas7.html
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=10498
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7. Sports Products and Decent Work. The global market in sports products 
such as trainers and clothes is huge, running into billions of pounds. 
With stores such as Primark selling sports fashion goods at knock-down 
prices there is clearly an issue as to the working conditions in the 
factories the products were made. The following article explores some of 
those issues. 

 
 
Read the article below and then use the questions at the end to generate 
discussion. 
 

The Garment Industry – A Global Industry 

International trade in textiles and garments goes back hundreds of years. The 
garment industry is now highly globalised and served by complex supply chains 
linking countries, workers and consumers all over the world. 
 
The world's consumers spend around US$1 trillion a year buying clothes, with around 
one third of sales in the European Union, one third in North America and one quarter 
in Asia.  
The market in garments is dominated by an ever smaller number of big companies. 
These companies deal mainly with retailing, the lucrative side of the garment 
industry, while manufacture is sub-contracted across the world.  
 
Most of the production of clothes now takes place in the so-called global South, in 
countries in Asia, Africa and Central America where wages are low and exports are 
promoted. Transactions often occur through a complex network of agents, sub-
contractors and manufacturers. So fragmented is this side of the industry that the 
companies selling the final products often do not know exactly where and under what 
conditions those products are made 
 
The majority of the garment workforce is young and female and aged between 16 
and 24 years. In many cases young girls from rural areas migrate to cities to work in 
garment factories in order to earn money for their families. In other cases garment 
workers are mothers with dependent children. 
 
It is mostly women who are employed rather than men because discrimination means 
that they can be paid less than men. Socially stigmatised and often deprived of the 
schooling their male colleagues have received, they are perceived as less likely to 
organise and speak out about the difficulties they face inside and outside the 
workplace.  
 
Women workers are more likely to be harassed than men workers. This can involve 
verbal, sexual, and physical abuse. Workers may be threatened with dismissal if they 
protest against this and try to organise to improve their working conditions. Long 
overtime hours mean that women often finish work at a time when there is no safe 
transport home. As a result they are vulnerable to sexual harassment and physical 
attacks late at night. 
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Trade union rights 

The fundamental principle of freedom of association and the right to collective 
bargaining are a reflection of human dignity. They guarantee the ability of workers to 
join and act together to defend not only their economic interests but also civil liberties 
such as the right to life, security, integrity and personal and collective freedom. They 
guarantee protection against discrimination, interference and harassment. As an 
integral part of democracy, they are also key to exercising other labour rights 
enshrined in the ILO conventions. 
 
Most workers are not aware of their rights and management will not allow them to 
form a union in the factory. The resulting climate of fear means that no one in these 
factories dares to form a trade union. "If anybody tries to form a union, they will be 
dismissed from their job. We never tried to organise a union due to fear of losing our 
jobs", said Abdul, worker in a Bangladeshi factory which is producing garments for 
European retailers.  

Living wages 

A living wage means wages and benefits paid for a standard working week of a 
maximum of 48 hours which meet at least the legal or industry minimum and are 
always sufficient to meet the basic needs of workers and their families (including 
housing, food, medical care and education) and to provide some discretionary 
income.  
 
In a Chinese factory producing bags with the Olympic logo, researchers for the 2008 
Playfair campaign found that workers were earning only a third of the legal minimum, 
despite working over 350 hours per month. "Our wages are calculated on a piece 
rate basis," explained one worker, "so we all have to work very hard to earn around 
1,000 yuan a month. Many workers stay behind an extra 10 minutes just to do a few 
more pieces. There is no overtime pay rate. The rate per piece is the same as during 
normal working hours. The company said we’d get an extra 0.7 yuan per hour for 
overtime but in reality, the extra money went to pay for meals [provided during 
overtime hours]."  
 
Hours of work 

A typical work day at the Chinese Lekit factory is 12 hours, of which 4 hours is 
mandatory overtime. Staff work overtime Monday to Saturday and sometimes on 
Sundays too. In fact, most workers at Lekit only get Sunday nights off and production 
workers are rarely given any days off, even if they request them. In January 2007, 
overtime work at Lekit jumped to 160 hours - 4.5 times the maximum allowed of 36 
hours a month. This means that, on top of their regular 168 hours (8 hours a day x 22 
week days) a month, workers were forced to work another 160 hours, or about 40 
hours a week. 
 
"I sit behind the machine all day every day (from 7:30am until 11pm). My bottom gets 
numb and my right leg hurts. I can’t walk now without my leg hurting" a worker from 
the Lekit factory told us. 
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Working conditions 

In February and March 2006, a number of garment factory collapses and fires in 
Bangladesh left almost 100 workers dead and many more injured. Yet company 
buyers had checked many of these factories. Interviewed workers state that 
emergency exits in their workplaces are still often kept locked.  

 
In Mauritius another country that brands see as „low risk‟ for exploitation – the 
Sunday Times reported about migrant workers in factories. "When I go to bed at the 
end of the day," one woman told the paper, "I lay down and weep." Another 
explained the conditions in which they work: We were put in dormitories – 
approximately 20ft-30ft, 40-50 workers huddled together in this room. There was no 
space to move around. For the 985 employees [in the factory] there were only 10 
toilets and at least three of them did not work at any time. More often there was no 
water in the toilets. The food was so bad we could not consume it. 

 www.fashioncheck.net 
 
 
Discussion questions: 
 

1. What can consumers do to make sure that the sports products we buy are 
made in decent conditions? 

 
2. What are the arguments for and against boycotting goods manufactured by 

global brands? 
 

 
3. What is the role of trade in promoting decent work in a globalised world? 

 
 
On-line resources: 
 
ITUC Play Fair campaign - www.ituc-csi.org/+-play-fair-+.html  
 
ILO Decent Work - http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---
dcomm/documents/publication/dwcms_080598.pdf  
 
Stop Child Labour - www.stopchildlabour.net  
 
Learning about Global Issues through sport - http://gilanorthern.wordpress.com/  
 

http://www.fashioncheck.net/
http://www.ituc-csi.org/+-play-fair-+.html
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/publication/dwcms_080598.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/publication/dwcms_080598.pdf
http://www.stopchildlabour.net/
http://gilanorthern.wordpress.com/
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8. Homophobia and Racism in Sport. The tragic case of 
Justin Fashanu brings how racism and homophobia 
can destroy a person’s life. In the article below Peter 
Tatchell tells the life-story of this gifted footballer and 
the prejudices that destroyed him. 

 
 
Read the article below and then use the questions at the end to generate 
discussion. 
 

Justin Fashanu  

Justin Fashanu was a trail-blazer. He was Britain's first million pound black footballer, 
and the first (and only) professional player in Britain to come out as gay. 

But trail-blazing cost him plenty of heartache. In 1980, aged 19, he was signed to 
Nottingham Forest football club for £1 million. The expectations of Justin were huge. 
There was the pressure to deliver goals and to become a black spokesperson. He 
found his sudden celebrity-status both a flattery and a great burden. 

Back then, in 1980, Justin was not open about his homosexuality. Indeed, he didn't 
come out until 10 years later. During that decade of closeted double-life, he found it 
immensely difficult to cope with the strain of hiding his gayness in the macho world of 
football - not to mention the stress of living a secret gay life while constantly in the 
media spotlight. 

Homophobia was not his only problem. Like many black footballers in those days, 
Justin suffered racism too. He was subjected to frequent racist taunts by fans from 
rival teams. They would make monkey noises and gestures, and throw bananas onto 
the pitch. But it was anti-gay prejudice that ultimately dragged him down. 

"A bloody poof!" That's how his manager at Nottingham Forest football club, Brian 
Clough, described his £1 million star player, Justin Fashanu. Homophobic attitudes 
like that unsettled Justin. Although he laughed them off, Clough's sneers hurt inside, 
making it hard for him to concentrate on playing 'the beautiful game'. No wonder his 
football career nose-dived. 

Justin and I met at the London gay night-club Heaven in 1981, soon after he realised 
he was gay. I had been selected as the Labour candidate for Bermondsey, and he 
had recently transferred from Norwich to Nottingham Forest. We became good 
friends for the next ten years. 

During that time, Fashanu confided to me about the problems he was having at 
Nottingham Forest. "Clough doesn't respect or support me", Justin complained more 
than once. Although Fashanu was not at that stage open about being gay, Clough 
appears to have long suspected he was a "poof". 
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In his autobiography, Clough recounts a dressing down he gave Fashanu after 
hearing rumours that he was going to gay bars. "'Where do you go if you want a loaf 
of bread?' I asked him. 'A baker's, I suppose'. 'Where do you go if you want a leg of 
lamb?' 'A butcher's'. 'So why do you keep going to that bloody poofs' club?"' 

In that hostile, stressful atmosphere, anyone's performance would suffer. 
Unsurprisingly, Justin failed to score goals. 

The pressure Fashanu was under from Clough made it extra hard to come to terms 
with his sexuality. When we first became friends, he was only 20 and just starting to 
realise he was gay. Justin had considerable difficulty in accepting his sexual 
orientation, but through our talks - often late at night on the phone from his hotel in 
Nottingham - he began to feel good about his gayness. 

Although he had not publicly declared his homosexuality in the early 1980s, I was 
already partly out. Despite the evident risk of his own exposure by association, 
Fashanu thought nothing of going out with me to night-clubs, parties, family 
celebrations and high-profile events where he was the guest of honour. He knew 
journalists and photographers would be there. It was almost as if he wanted to be 
outed by the press to end the pretence and pressure of leading a secretive double-
life. 

All this was happening in the run-up to the Bermondsey by-election in 1983, when I 
was standing for election to parliament. I, too, was in the media spotlight; with 
prominent press reports about my advocacy of lesbian and gay human rights. 
Indeed, I was often tailed by tabloid journalists eager for a scoop on my private life. 
Justin was, to his great credit, determined that our friendship would not compromised 
by the threat of newspaper exposure. I was more cautious and protective. So, when 
we planned a night out together, I resorted to devious means to lose the tabloid 
reporters that often trailed me. They never did catch us. 

Around late 1982, Justin seriously considered coming out. He was fed up living a lie. 
We talked through the pros and cons many times. It was I who advised him to wait 
until he (hopefully) sorted out his problems with Brian Clough and got his football 
career more firmly established. 

Sadly, the clash with Clough was not resolved. Their relationship turned from bad to 
worse. Justin's performance went into a tail-spin. With no long-term gay partner, he 
was desperate for emotional reassurance. He turned to evangelical Christianity. 
Although that did give him a period of stability, it didn't last. 

Becoming a born-again Christian screwed up his life. With his Church damning 
homosexuality, he became very confused and unhappy about his sexual feelings. 
Desperate attempts at relationships with women failed. His longing for the love of 
men never went away. While publicly proclaiming Christian celibacy, he ended up 
resorting to furtive gay sex. That made it impossible for him to have a stable gay 
relationship. Caught between God and gayness, he suffered terrible emotional and 
psychological turmoil. 

The combined homophobia of the football profession and Christian fundamentalism 
was an unbearable strain, sending Justin's career into free-fall. Things were made 
worse by a knee injury that would not heal (the pressure he was under may well have 
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compromised his immune system and contributed to the lingering infection). He 
became erratic and unpredictable, on the pitch and off it. 

His major league football career was already over when Fashanu finally came out in 
1990. He was distressed by the tragedy of a 17-year-old gay friend who had been 
thrown out of his family home by homophobic parents, and who subsequently 
committed suicide. "I felt angry at the waste of his life and guilty because I had not 
been able to help him", Fashanu wrote in the book Stonewall 25. "I wanted to do 
something positive to stop such deaths happening again, so I decided to set an 
example and come out in the papers". 

Justin was the first and last professional footballer to be open about his 
homosexuality. That took courage. Others have not shown similar honesty and 
bravery. At the time, he and I knew of 12 top footballers who were either gay or 
bisexual. None have followed Fashanu's example of openness. 

Although he later said that he "never once regretted" coming out, the hostile reaction 
from many in the black community hurt him deeply. He thought that his fellow black 
people - who know the pain of prejudice and discrimination - would be understanding 
and supportive. Some were, but many denounced him for bringing "shame" on their 
race. Still, to this day, Justin is the only prominent black person in Britain to come out 
as gay. 

The manner in which Justin came out in The Sun newspaper was condemned by the 
black weekly, The Voice, as "an affront to the black community...damaging...pathetic 
and unforgiveable". 

"We heteros", wrote The Voice columnist Tony Sewell, "are sick and tired of tortured 
queens playing hide and seek around their closets. Homosexuals are the greatest 
queer-bashers around. No other group of people are so preoccupied with making 
their own sexuality look dirty". 

"Even if Fashanu had chosen to come out in The Voice rather than The Sun, I doubt 
his reception would have been any more sympathetic", noted Gay Times media 
columnist, Terry Sanderson. "Rejection by his own community was profoundly 
damaging to him". 

Even worse was to follow. Justin's own brother John publicly denounced him: "My 
gay brother is an outcast", John told The Voice. Although John later apologised, 
Justin never fully got over what he saw as betrayal by a brother he loved. Who can 
blame him for confiding that there were moments during his coming out saga when 
he felt "incredibly, almost suicidally, lonely". 

Fashanu's sometimes bizarre, indefensible behaviour can only be fully understood in 
the context of a potentially brilliant football career cut short, largely by homophobia. 

There can be no denying that he progressively disappointed many people who put 
their hope and trust in him as a role model. He became trapped in a downward spiral 
of declining football performance, bad debts, false claims about sexual affairs with 
leading politicians, unreliability and desertion of long-standing friends. 
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At the time of his death, Justin had embarked on a new career coaching the US 
football team, Maryland Mania. The team president, A J Ali, is quoted as saying that 
Fashanu was "happy here": "He had lots of friends here. He was helping literally 
thousands of players. He had a tremendous amount to offer the soccer world". 

Those hopes were shattered in April 1998 when a warrant was issued for Justin's 
arrest on charges of sexual assault against a 17 year old youth. Fashanu's suicide 
note denied the charges, claiming that he was being blackmailed by his accuser. 

Whatever the truth about these particular allegations, Justin had - like all of us - his 
share of failings. Without excusing these mistakes, they were the culmination of a 
lifetime of rejection. That rejection began when, as a young boy, he was given up by 
his parents and put in a Barnardo's Children's Home. It was compounded by the 
racist jibes he suffered on the football pitch, and by the homophobic abuse inflicted 
on him at Nottingham Forest by his manager Brian Clough. When he turned to the 
Church for solace, it piled on more rejection, condemning his gay lifestyle and 
demanding that he renounce his sexuality. Then, when he came out as gay, he was 
rejected by much of his own black community, including his dearly beloved brother, 
John. Not one prominent black leader supported Justin when he was being crucified 
in the black press. 

Nevertheless, despite all the rejection he endured, Justin had a remarkable, 
praiseworthy capacity for forgiveness. Talking of the hurt inflicted on him by others, 
and acknowledging his own errors of judgement, Fashanu wrote in 1994: "I don't 
think you ever forget those mistakes, or the mistakes that other people make that 
wound you, but it is important to forgive". 

Justin Fashanu was a bright shining star - not a flawless star - but a star nonetheless. 
And I am proud to have counted him as my friend. 

www.petertatchell.net/sport/justin fashanu.htm  
 
 
 
 
Discussion questions: 
 

1. Is football still a site of racism and homophobia? If things have changed what 
are the reasons that caused that change? 
 

2. What role can professional sport play in promoting diversity? 
 

3. How can schools and amateur sport ensure inclusivity and respect for 
difference? 

 
 

http://www.petertatchell.net/sport/justin%20fashanu.htm
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On-line resources: 
 
Kick it Out - www.kickitout.org  
 
Show Racism the Red Card - www.srtrc.org 
 
Football against Racism in Europe - www.farenet.org 
 
The Rugby Football League - www.therfl.co.uk 
 
Homophobia in sport - 
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/atoz/thinkingaloud/podcasts/homophobia/  

 

http://www.kickitout.org/
http://www.srtrc.org/
http://www.farenet.org/
http://www.therfl.co.uk/
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/atoz/thinkingaloud/podcasts/homophobia/

